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A helping 
hand

mentor, so that he can help young people faced with 
the same situation he once was.

Molina’s story addresses the fundamental change 
that private support to a university can create in 
a ripple effect, said John Lippincott, president of 
Council for Advancement and Support of Education 
(CASE), a Washington, D.C.–based professional  
association serving educational institutions and  
advancement professionals. 

“Everyone who has worked at a college or uni-
versity can tell many, many stories about highly 
successful graduates who could never have attended 
without the help of a privately supported scholar-
ship,” Lippincott said. “We all benefit from gifts 
to education, even if we don’t realize it. We benefit 
broadly from being part of an educated society and 
specifically from privately supported campus research 
that has led to medical breakthroughs, addressed  
social issues, and advanced technology.”

Paying it back
Feeling a responsibility to return an investment is a 
common reason people donate to support students, 
added Lippincott. 

“Donors know that colleges and universities 
educate our future leaders, conduct research that 
improves lives, contribute to strong communities, 
and support the greater social good,” he said. “Many 
give because they know how their own education 
improved their lives and want to give back so that 
others will have the same opportunities.” 

That’s the case for Paul Simpson. 
The UCSC alum, 30, of Newport Beach, gradu-

ated in 2002 with a B.A. in business management 
economics. He now owns his own company, SageTel 
International, a consulting firm that helps wireless 
carriers roll out various technologies. 

But getting an education wasn’t easy for Simpson. 
He was raised in a rough part of Oakland and was 
going through the public school system; then he re-
ceived a scholarship from a program called A Better 
Chance to attend a private high school in Marin. 

“That scholarship was instrumental in making  
me who I am today,” Simpson said. “I learned  
volumes—about how the world works, about  
privileged society.”

Going to UCSC pushed him even further. 
“UCSC was some of the best years of my life and 

definitely established a platform for me to accomplish 
anything I wanted,” Simpson said. “I had a sense 
when I graduated that there was nothing I couldn’t 
do. I think it’s important the university is around to 
offer that experience to other students.”

He’s given money to the men’s basketball pro-
gram—basketball is a passion of his, and he played 
and was an assistant coach while at UCSC—and to 
support minority student retention. He also serves on 
the campus’s Scholarship Benefit Dinner committee 
and volunteers to help coach men’s basketball. 

“I know I’m not self-made,” Simpson explained. “I 
exist as myself today due to the fact that people at some 
point in time spent money solely for my benefit. So it’s 
important to me to ensure that the youth who are com-
ing up today have those same opportunities.” Ò

“If I hadn’t gotten all that [financial aid], I wouldn’t 

even be here. I’d be back in the ‘hood. I really  

appreciate people looking out for me like that.”

— Dani Molina

V  iolence, hopelessness, and gangs were a fact of 
life for Dani Molina as he grew up and came 
of age in South Central Los Angeles. He saw 
his first drive-by shooting at 6; as a young 
adult, most of the kids he knew were in gangs. 

“You want to get out of that environment because soon-
er or later you get sucked in,” said Molina, 26, now a senior 
in Latin American and Latino studies at UC Santa Cruz. 
“I figured college was the only way out of the barrio.”

He joined the Army to serve his country and also 
get money for college. After serving in Iraq, he’s now 
making his dreams come true—not only with the help 
of the G.I. Bill, but through the support of people who 
have made private donations to the campus. 

He’s received grants including a Campus Merit 
Scholarship, a Joel Frankel Memorial Scholarship, a 
Re-entry Scholarship, a Gilman Scholarship, and a 
Soroptimist International of Santa Cruz Scholarship.

Molina is also a peer mentor for the veterans’ pro-
gram on campus, Veterans Education Team Support. 
His mentor service provides a small stipend in the form 
of a quarterly campus bookstore credit. 

The financial assistance has enabled him to choose a 
different direction, to make a better life for himself—
and, by extension, for others. 

“If I hadn’t gotten all that, I wouldn’t even be here,” 
said Molina, who will be the first in his family to gradu-
ate from college. “I’d be back in the ’hood. I really  
appreciate people looking out for me like that.”

He’s now serving an internship with Congressman 
Sam Farr, D-Carmel, and applying to grad schools. His 
goal is to become an educator and researcher, but also a 

Dani Molina, senior, Latin American and Latino studies
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Paul Simpson, Kresge ’02

Dreams fulfilled
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Formerly a lecturer in microbiology at UCSC, 
Elsa is looking for work in the family’s new city of 
Baltimore and considering applying for the master’s 
program in science writing at Johns Hopkins.

Josue is at Johns Hopkins investigating aspects 
of breast cancer. His next step is to go his own 
route in an academic research job or head back into 
industry to do more medical-related research. 

“I feel really privileged,” Josue said. “I have a lot to 
be thankful for. I was definitely in a position where I 
could have gone completely the other way, could have 
fallen into some really bad stereotypical thing—kid 
drops out of high school, tries to get any kind of job, 
and is basically a survivor the rest of his life.”

As a parent now—the Samayoas’ daughters are 
Emma, 3, and Elyssa, 8—Josue said he sees now 
how important it is to have positive role models.

“I’m not just doing this for myself,” he said. “I 
want my kids to see you can do all these things if you 
really try hard, and along the way get some help.”

—Gwen Mickelson

Will to give
Offering a hand to a kindred spirit 
in need was also Pamela Davis’s 
motivation for giving to UCSC. 
She, herself, needed it 26 years ago. 

Davis is founder, CEO, and 
president of the Nonprofits’ 
Insurance Alliance Group in 
Santa Cruz, which provides liabil-
ity insurance for other nonprofits. 

At one time, college seemed 
out of reach for Davis. She attended classes in her na-
tive state of Ohio for a year and a half, but her parents 
declined to support her any further in higher educa-
tion. Without the means to put herself through college, 
she withdrew. 

She became a re-entry student at UC Santa Cruz in 
1983, when she was in her mid 30s, receiving Federal Pell 
Grant money and other government assistance to attend. 

“I was overwhelmed to know that I could get help to 
go to school,” Davis said, though she added, laughing, 
that it was a fairly bare-bones existence. “It wasn’t like I 
was flush—there was a lot of tofu and broccoli and rice.”

Despite the Spartan diet, Davis flourished. She 
earned a degree in economics, then went on to get a 
master’s degree in public policy at UC Berkeley. The 
aid she received was the shot in the arm she needed. 

“Getting financial support made me feel that maybe 
I was worth someone’s investment,” Davis said. 

Because of her experience at UCSC, Davis has put 
the campus in her will. A portion of her assets at the 
time of her death will go to support students, with 
preference given to single re-entry women. 

“I felt my experience at UCSC and the assistance I 
was given with my own tuition just completely changed 
my life,” Davis said. “And I have taken it seriously to give 
back, both with the work I’m now doing and this gift.”

Inspiration for  
the next generation
Josue Samayoa never finished high school. The UCSC 
alumnus, 34, who is now doing postdoctoral work at Johns 
Hopkins University, had a rocky situation at home, a bad 
scene at school, and “was kind of lost for a bit,” he said. 

When he should have been graduating from high 
school, he took a trip to visit family in El Salvador, 
where one of his uncles was a university professor.

“It was the first time in my life I’d met anyone who’d 
gone to college,” Samayoa said. With his uncle as a role 
model, Samayoa decided he wanted that life for himself. 

The San Francisco native started at community 
college and then, in 1996, received a Karl S. Pister 
Leadership Opportunity Award, a $20,000 scholar-
ship established to help the most promising students 
from regional community colleges transfer to UCSC. 
He also got a research training fellowship known as the 
MARC—Minority Access to Research Careers—which 
is funded through the National Institutes of Health. 

“It was an immense help,” Samayoa said of the finan-
cial assistance. “I can never completely say how much it 
helped just to be able to focus on academics and what you 
want to do in your career, and not have to deal with all 
the external pressures associated with going to college.”

He earned a bachelor’s degree in molecular, cell, and 
developmental biology, and a master’s and Ph.D. in 
bioinformatics at UCSC. 

His wife, Elsa Jimenez-Samayoa, 36, was also a 
Pister scholar and received the MARC fellowship. She 
earned her undergraduate degree in molecular, cell, and 
developmental biology from UCSC and a master’s in 
science from UC Berkeley.

Her family fled El Salvador in 1981 during the 
Salvadoran Civil War. “We just left one night because 
my stepfather’s house had been ransacked,” said Elsa. 
“He had a friend who had the same thing happen, and 
the friend disappeared the day after. So we left.”

Getting financial assistance not only allowed her to 
go to college, but it also gave her a network of people 
who believed in her. 

“I didn’t have anybody to support me or anything,” 
Elsa said. “It was just such a big deal. It opened up so 
many doors for me.”

“Getting financial support made 

me feel that maybe I was worth 

someone’s investment.“

— Alumna Pamela Davis, who 

has put UCSC in her estate plan

Elsa Jimenez-Samayoa  (Crown ’97) and Josue Samayoa (Crown ’01; M.S. ’05  and  
Ph. D. ’09, bioinformatics) and their daughters Elyssa, 8, and Emma, 3

Pamela Davis, 
College Eight ’85

UCSC successfully met the re-
quirements of a $700,000 chal-
lenge grant from the Kresge 
Foundation to support the 
modernization and expansion of 
McHenry Library due, in part, to a 
$250,000 five-year pledge by UCSC 
alumnus and Foundation Board 
member Nion McEvoy. Another 
highlight for McHenry Library was 
the acquisition of the complete 
Grateful Dead Archive, including 
correspondence, photographs, fli-
ers, posters, business records, and 
other forms of memorabilia.

Shakespeare Santa Cruz 
launched a successful fundrai-
sing effort this past year, raising 
$419,000 in two weeks to meet 
a requirement that the company 
raise $300,000 to continue its 
2009 season. Funds came from 
more than 2,000 individual donors 
throughout Santa Cruz County 
and nationwide, with the majority 
of gifts in the $25 to $100 range.

Alec and Claudia Webster 
donated $51,000 to the Center 
for Agroecology & Sustainable 
Food Systems for the Apprentice 
Housing Project. Redwood and 
canvas cabins are being built at 
the UCSC Farm to house partici-
pants in the organic farming  
apprenticeship program.

The George Harlan Campion 
Living Trust made a $300,000 
bequest that enabled Chancellor 
George Blumenthal to fund a 
matching-gift appeal to faculty 
and staff for scholarships and 
fellowships. Faculty and staff do-
nated more than $80,000 to the 
chancellor’s campaign, and every 
academic division had scholar-
ships or fellowships that benefited.

The David & Lucille Packard 
Foundation awarded an 
$875,000 Packard Fellowship for 
Science and Engineering to Enrico 
Ramirez-Ruiz, an assistant profes-

sor of astronomy and astrophysics, 
to support his research developing 
the conceptual framework needed 
to understand the observational 
data coming from new telescopes 
and astronomical surveys.

The W. M. Keck Foundation 
awarded a $1.5 million grant to 
UCSC to establish the W. M. Keck 
Center for Nanoscale Optofluidics 
—operated by the Jack Baskin 
School of Engineering and the 
Division of Physical and Biological 
Sciences with electrical engineer-
ing professor Holger Schmidt as 
project lead. The center explores 
the integration of nanotechnolo-
gy and optofluidic silicon chips 
and how this technology can be 
used to improve biomedical anal-
ysis in a wide range of fields.

Cisco Systems donated  
$840,000 for the Network 
Management and Operations 

Laboratory, supervised by com-
puter engineering professor 
Patrick Mantey in the Baskin 
School of Engineering. In the 
NMO Lab, UCSC students and 
faculty collaborate with Cisco 
managers and engineers in ad-
dressing real-world problems  
encountered by Cisco. 

The Big Sur Land Trust 
donated 480 acres on the Big 
Sur coast, valued at $1.5 million, 
to the Landels-Hill Big Creek 
Reserve, which is managed by 
UCSC on behalf of the University 
of California Natural Reserve 
System. The gift provides valu-
able opportunities for research 
and education, including moni-
toring the recovery of plant spe-
cies after the Basin Complex Fire.
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Philanthropic milestones
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A 
n orange traffic cone may seem like 
just an orange traffic cone—until it 
gets into Anna Huemmer’s hands.

Under her manipulations, the 
cone may become an entity that 

has escaped from its job of directing people and 
invaded an abandoned house. Or it may hem 
people in as it attaches, with others, to walls and 
ceilings and floors. 

 “I want to alter people’s reality by giving 
them the same things they see every day, but 
inside out, or upside down,” said Huemmer, a 
22-year-old graduate in art from Kresge College 
at UC Santa Cruz. “I want to change the way 
people move through space as well as the way 
they view objects and symbols.”

It is her manipulation of found objects—from 
doors to heat ducting to road cones—that offers 
people a new way to view the world they inhabit.

 “The desire to create discourse is my motiva-
tion,” Huemmer said.

Born in San Diego, Huemmer turned to art at 
an early age. She had a talent for rendering what 
she saw around her. She didn’t have much use for 
modern art.

That changed when she enrolled in a Sculpture I 
class with Dee Hibbert-Jones at UCSC.

Despite her fear of working in three dimen-
sions, the experience of creating form that was 
not a “copy” of something else thrilled Huemmer. 

Under the tutelage of Hibbert-Jones and others, 
Huemmer began to explore art’s conceptual side. 

The conversations that grew out of art in-
spired Huemmer to study even more. Never very 
academically inclined in high school, she began 
to explore geometry, history, psychology, engi-
neering, and even plumbing. 

One of the turning points in her career came 
when she was awarded a Susan Benteen and 
William Hyde Irwin Scholarship for excellence 
in art. The award not only included a $2,500 
grant, which allowed Huemmer to quit a part-
time job to focus on art, but it also brought an 
opportunity to be part of a student exhibition at 
the Mary Porter Sesnon Art Gallery.

Learning everything from writing press releases 
to working in collaboration with others, Huemmer 
said she gained a newfound confidence.

 “The Irwin opportunity gave me the desire 
and skills to pursue art-making as a career,” 
Huemmer said.

Now living in San Diego as she prepares to  
apply to graduate schools, Huemmer was riding 
home recently when she spotted an old picket 
fence being torn out of someone’s yard.

It wasn’t long before Huemmer had found  
a new use for the weathered wood: As a concep-
tual sculpture winding into the sky in her  
parents’ front yard. 

—Peggy Townsend

A new way
to view the world  

“The Irwin opportunity  

gave me the desire and skills to 

pursue art-making as a career.”

— Anna Huemmer

The Irwin 
Scholarship 
The Susan Benteen and William Hyde 
Irwin Scholarship was founded in 
1986 to honor UC Santa Cruz stu-
dents who excelled in the arts. It was 
the brainchild of Susan Irwin, who 
lived in Brookdale and designed art 
curricula for the San Francisco School 
District. She also was a member of 
the art faculty at San Francisco State 
University during the 1930s and 
1940s. Her husband, William, was an 
artist and writer.

Begun with a $10,000 gift,  
awards were given to four students 
that first year; the endowment now 
provides $2,500 stipends to 12–15 
students per year.

Susan Irwin died in 1990.
Besides a stipend, the award also 

provides the winners with an oppor-
tunity to have a group exhibition at 
the Mary Porter Sesnon Art Gallery. 
Their work includes a variety of me-
dia, including photography, painting, 
printmaking, video, and sculpture.

Anna Huemmer, 
Kresge ’09

 For information on supporting  
student scholarships in the arts,  
contact Darin Hollingsworth  
at (831) 459-2439 or  
darin.hollingsworth@ucsc.edu.
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Achievement 
Rewards for College 
Scientists 
In 1958, in the wake of the Soviet 
launch of the first Sputnik satellite, 
a group of 53 women decided they 
wanted to dedicate themselves to 
re-establishing the technological  
superiority of the United States. 

The women, who were philan-
thropic leaders in their communi-
ties, set up a foundation they called 
Achievement Rewards for College 
Scientists. Last year, ARCS awarded 
more than $4.4 million to 554 college 
graduate and undergraduate stu-
dents around the country. 

UC Santa Cruz is among six universi-
ties that receive funds from the group‘s 
Northern California chapter. Students 
in natural sciences, medicine, and engi-
neering are selected by their academic 
departments for the award.

The all-woman foundation gives 
100 percent of its donations to stu-
dents. All of its fund-raising expenses 
are covered by its 1,500-plus members.

With individual and corporate  
donations from organizations in-
cluding the Wells Fargo Foundation, 
Genentech, and Eli Lilly and 
Company, the group has given  
more than $70 million to students 
since its inception. 

Oliver Wang, 
M.S. computer science, ’06; 
doctoral student,  
computer science

 To give to student scholarships in 
the physical and biological sciences, 
contact Jeffrey Kongslie at (831)  
459-4240 or kongslie@ucsc.edu.  
To support student scholarships  
in engineering, contact Steve  
Bourdow at (831) 459-4572 or   
sbourdow@soe.ucsc.edu.
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A 
few years from now, when your 
new digital camera performs some 
amazing photographic feat, you 
may have Oliver Wang to thank.

The 28-year-old graduate stu-
dent from UC Santa Cruz is working in the 
fast-moving field of computational photography, 
designing ways of capturing and using images 
that almost seem closer to magic than science.

His field has helped produce cameras that sense 
a subject’s smile so that unflattering photos are a 
thing of the past or allow a photographer to stitch 
together a single panorama from a series of images.

“The kind of stuff we are doing now is what  
will be in your digital camera in five years,”  
said computer science professor Jim Davis.

Wang grew up in Los Angeles, the son of  
a violinist for the Los Angeles Philharmonic  
and a gardener for the Historical Society of  
Los Angeles.

He was an intelligent boy who became inter-
ested in computers at an early age and who was 
accepted into a charter high school for gifted 
youth. He graduated from Cornell University and 
came to UC Santa Cruz, where he was attracted 
by the work of the Computer Science Department 
and its proximity to Silicon Valley. He did in-
ternships with Hewlett-Packard in Palo Alto and 
Industrial Light & Magic in San Francisco, and 
drew the interest of a number of companies.

But Wang’s passion lay in research. New ideas  
excited him.

“Going to graduate school lets you be at the 
forefront of knowledge,” Wang said of his choice 
to forgo a salary and continue with his studies. 

Luckily for Wang, his work with a technol-
ogy that allowed researchers to capture images of 
sensitive, centuries-old artifacts and then interact 
with them on a computer screen drew the atten-
tion of the national Achievement Rewards for 
College Scientists Foundation.

The organization gave Wang a $10,000 award 
with no strings attached.

 “What the money gives you is freedom,” 
Wang said.

Because of the grant, Wang was able to work 
as a guest researcher at the Max Planck Institute 
in Germany, then complete an internship at 
Disney Research in Zurich, Switzerland. He  
also presented papers at a number of important 
conferences.

Now the young man who likes to paraglide 
and compose music in his spare time is headed 
back to Disney in Switzerland where he plans to 
do research for two years. 

“The fellowship,” said Davis, “was great for 
Oliver’s career. It gave him the flexibility to take  
opportunities that came.” 

—Peggy Townsend

Freedom 
to pursue ideas

“Going to graduate school  

lets you be at the forefront  

of knowledge.”

—Oliver Wang
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